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Newsletter Editor:  
Hope Shannon, hshannon1@luc.edu 

your subject plays out? But 55  
percent of you think that there is, 
and I thought you all might be  
interested in a brief summary of, 
with selected quotes from, those 
who wrote approvingly and with 
most conviction.  

Of course, as several of you noted, 
`ksgntfg sgd ptdrshnm hr ƪfnncƫ 
`mc ƪvnqsgvghkdƫ hs hr `krn  
ƪcheehbtks-ƫ Nmd v`r b`mchc9 ƪmns 
rtqd-ƫ @ bntokd ne nsgdqr rtffdrsdc 
that the question could usefully be 
explored more fully in other  
rdsshmfr+ enq dw`lokd hm ƪ` fnnc  
okdm`qx-ƫ Bdqs`hmkx+ gtqqhdc dmsqhdr 
in an online questionnaire can  
only take us so far.  
 

Richard Harris, UHA President  

It was David Harvey who made me 
into an urban geographer and 
then Peter Goheen who turned me 
in a historical direction.  

G`qudxƧr hmektdmbd b`ld sgqntfg 
his writing, above all Social  
Justice and the City. Sg`sƧr vgx H 
will never forget, while taking a 
solitary walk one grey Sunday 
morning in Amsterdam, how I 
came across the dustcover to this 
book, lying in the gutter across 
from the Anne Frank museum.  

OdsdqƧr hmektdmbd v`r odqrnm`k- Hm 
` fq`ct`sd rdlhm`q `s PtddmƧr 
University he got us reading  
Lewis Mumford and thinking hard 
about whether there is something  
distinctively urban about cities. 
HsƧr ` ptdrshnm sg`s+ hmsdqlhssdmskx+ 
HƧud addm otyykhmf nudq dudq rhmbd+ 
and that is why I included it in the 
online questionnaire that many of 
you filled out last year.  

In the fall newsletter I noted that, 
when asked that question, 45  
percent of those who responded 
said no. I found this intriguing, 
and then challenging. To those I 
ask: is there nothing about the  
urban setting that shapes the way 
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the omission of economic  
bnmrhcdq`shnmr+ `r gdqd9 ƪsgd 
geographic concentration of 
people and resources and the 
social, cultural, political and 
administrative dynamics that 

flow from concentra-
shnm-ƫ Ne bntqrd+ sghr 
cndrmƧs ld`m sg`s sgnrd 
who responded are  
unaware of, or indiffer-
ent to, the economic 
dimension, merely that 
hs v`rmƧs trt`kkx sgd 
first thing that sprang 

to mind.  

The strongest theme, however, 
v`r aqn`ckx rnbhnknfhb`k9 ƪ` 
confluence of physical charac-
teristics and types of social  
relationships that is different 
from the non -tqa`m-ƫ Pthsd ` 
number of you included  
variations on the pairing of 
density and diversity (or  
gdsdqnfdmdhsx(+ `r hm ƪtqa`m 
means density and diversity to 
ld-ƫ Svn sxodc ƪv`x ne khed-ƫ 
Wirth is dead; long live Wirth!  

And then there were a 
couple who apparent-
ly looked as much to 
the future as to the 
past. They spoke of 

how some elements of the  
urban experience may be  
becoming blurred or ubiquitous 
`r ƪsgd bnmmdbshnmr adsvddm 
cities, and between cities and 
the rest of the planet, is a  
historical phenomenon that is 
fqnvhmf q`ohckx snc`x-ƫ 

Looking back, I find myself  
endorsing all of the quotes I 
have used ƣ drodbh`kkx sgd ƪmns 

Sg`s r`hc+ kdsƧr fds sn xntq  
responses. A number offered a 
broad answer that could  
readily define our field: 
ƪknnjhmf adxnmc sgd bhsx `r ` 
stage, to considering it as an 
active element in 
the historical  
oqnbdrrƫ: ƪsgd  
urban context  
features networks, 
contingencies and 
serendipity not 
found in non -
tqa`m bnmsdwsrƫ: 
ƪZbhshdr\ g`ud bktrsdqr ne gnldr 
and people, businesses, and 
other things that collide in an 
hmsdqdrshmf v`x-ƫ Rdudq`k g`c ` 
geographical emphasis that I 
g`c sn khjd9 ƪsgd ogxrhb`k 
structure of cities create[s]  
opportunities for the  
compression and overlap of 
many elements that would be 
isolated in non -tqa`m ok`bdr-ƫ 
And many emphasized the  
importance of physical  
bnmbdmsq`shnm9 ƪsgd rnbh`k+  
economic, and political  
complications of 
hmsdmrd cdmrhsx-ƫ 

There were of 
course differences 
of emphasis. A 
bntokd vdqd Ltlenqch`m9 ƪsgd 
effects of urban concentration 
nm sgd bntqrd ne ghrsnqxƫ: 
ƪbnmbdmsq`shnm ne odnokd hm 
space creates political and  
cultural dynamics uniquely 
tqa`m-ƫ Nmd v`r `rrdqshudkx 
K`lo`qch`m9 ƪsgd qnkd sg`s  
cities play in generating  
dbnmnlhb fqnvsg-ƫ Ats sghr 
was rare. More common was 

rtqd-ƫ 'GnvƧr sg`s enq  
confirmation bias?)  
Regardless, I do think that this 
is a conversation we need to 
have ƣ within and among  
ourselves, whether on solitary 
walks or at conferences. 
Rod`jhmf ne vghbg+ HƧl okd`rdc 
to be able to say that the urban 
question will be discussed at a 
roundtable in Columbia this 
fall. I hope to see you there.  

Peter Siskind  

The Urban History Association 
hrmƧs dw`bskx nm sgd `bshuhrs 
front lines during these 
strange and troubling political 
shldr+ `mc H g`udmƧs gd`qc snn 
many people suggest that a  
professional association like 
the UHA should concentrate 
its organizational energies in 
this way. But the Association 
has had to grapple over the 
last year with if it should  
respond to various  
controversies. After doing so 
in an ad hoc way in 2017, early 
this year the UHA Board  
discussed and then voted to 
create a new Public State-
ments Committee that is now 
empowered to take the lead on 
recommending to the full 
Board when and how the UHA 
should add its voice to  
important issues of the day. 
The members of the Public 
Statements Committee for 
2018 are Board members    
Alison J. Bruey (University of 
North Florida), Douglas Flowe 
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ƪƧKnnjhmf adxnmc 
the city as a stage, 
to considering it as 
an active element 
in the historical 
oqnbdrr-Ƨƫ 

ƪSgd rsqnmfdrs 
theme...was broadly 
rnbhnknfhb`kƱƫ 

Executive 
Directorɠs Report 



understanding about what 
sorts of controversies it wanted 
to add its voice.  

Now that the Board has created 
the Public Statements  
Committee the process piece is 
in place. However, discussions 
about when and under what 
circumstances the UHA should 
speak up are necessarily  
ongoing. What types of issues 
should the Association get  
hmunkudc hm> Vg`sƧr `ooqnoqh,
`sd> Vg`sƧr onkhshb`kkx trdetk> 
Furthermore, a majority of the 
TG@Ƨr An`qc `mc ldladqrgho 
is based in the United States, 
but the organization certainly 
has a global reach. So, then, 
how U.S. or globally -focused 
rgntkc sgd TG@Ƨr onkhshb`k  
attentions be? Based on email  
discussions and the in -person 
Board meeting in Washington, 
D.C. in early January, I think 
hsƧr r`ed sn r`x sg`s sgdqd hr `m 
inclination to limit statements 
to issues that directly affect the 
TG@Ƨr ldladqr `mc sgdhq  
professional lives. But there are 
some who worry that the  
@rrnbh`shnmƧr qdk`shud onkhshb`k 
reticence (compared to other 
scholarly associations) might 
sometimes be interpreted as 
assent or lack of commitment; 
as one Board member  
commented, silence is a kind of 
statement too, particularly so 
in the social media age.  

These are some of the  
questions and issues that  
Committee members will be 
thinking about now that their 
work has officially begun. 
Feedback and ideas from UHA 

(Washington University in St. 
Louis), and Anthony Pratcher 
II (Brown University). UHA  
President Richard Harris 
serves as an  ex officio  member 
of the committee.  

The need for the UHA to take 
this step began emerging 
more clearly late last spring 
when ugly harassment and 
threats were directed at 
Princeton University professor 
and UHA member  
Keeanga-Yamahtta Taylor. In 
response, a few UHA Board 
members and Officers  
encouraged the full Board to 
issue a statement in support of 
Professor Taylor, which it did 
fairly quickly. But the incident 
revealed to us that the UHA 
chcmƧs g`ud ` otakhb rs`sd,
ments process in place. Aside 
from a common understand-
ing that a UHA statement 
would have to be approved by 
a majority of the full Board, 
there was no clear sense about 
who might propose and write  
public statements or who 
would think carefully about 
what kinds of controversies 
sgd TG@ rgntkc `mc rgntkcmƧs 
address publicly. Speaking up 
about the harassment of  
Professor Taylor was an easy 
call, given the nature of the 
threats and the fact that she is 
a UHA member. But  
subsequent political issues 
emerging later in the year that 
other scholarly professional 
associations weighed in on 
cdlnmrsq`sdc sg`s sgd TG@Ƨr 
Board needed to develop both 
a process for issuing public 
statements and a shared  

members are always  
welcomed and encouraged.  

Avigail Oren and Ryan Reft  
Co-editors, The Metropole  

A hearty and well -deserved 
congratulations to Ryan  
Donovan Purcell, the winner of 
the inaugural UHA/ The 
Metropole  Graduate Student 
Blogging Contest. His piece, 
ƪStrange Times in New York +ƫ 
examines New York City 
L`xnq Ingm KhmcrdxƧr bqd`shud  
attempts to reshape the public 
rdbsnq- ƪVg`s l`cd sghr rsnqx 
rn ahy`qqd+ƫ Otqbdkk vqhsdr+ ƪv`r 
that it read like a science  
ehbshnm okns ne sg`s dq`-ƫ Hm 
ƪRsq`mfd Shldr hm Mdv Xnqj+ƫ 
Purcell reads the history of  
fiscal -crisis era NYC against 
sgd ƪbtkstq`k knfhbƫ cdohbsdc hm 
the movies Soylent  (1973) and 
Escape from New York  (1981) to 
cdlnmrsq`sd gnv ƪvhkc dwodqh,
ldms`shnmƫ bg`q`bsdqhydc  
policymaking just as much as 
it did sci -fi films.  

Judges Heather Ann  
Thompson, Tom Sugrue, and 
Richard Harris congratulate 
Otqbdkk enq aqhcfhmf ƪonotk`q 
culture, politics, and place in 
sgd dq` ne Mdv XnqjƧr ehrb`k  
bqhrhr '`mc adxnmc(-ƫ Hm  
doing so, he manages to  
connect an obscure, wonky, 
local political story to visual 
and narrative evidence that  
anyone familiar with movies 
and media would find  
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Blog Contest  
Results 

https://themetropole.blog/
https://themetropole.blog/2017/11/16/strange-times-in-new-york/


York City at a period of turmoil. 
Hm ƪThe New York Times and 
the movement for integrated 
education in New York City ,ƫ 
Barnett explores the role of the 
New York Times in NYC school 
integration debates during the 
early 1960s through the lens 
the newspaper itself and the  
Pulitzer Prize winning work of 
Gene Roberts and Hank 
Jkha`mneeƧr vnqj+ Race Beat: 
The Press, The Civil Rights 
Struggle, and the Awakening of 
a Nation . Matt Guariglia pulled 
our focus westward and into 
sgd o`rs+ `mc hm ƪPolicing the 
White City ƫ gd dwoknqdr sgd  
intersection of law enforce-
ment, imperialism, and  
American racial hierarchies 
sgqntfg sgd 0782 VnqkcƧr  
Columbian Exposition in  
Chicago. The editors were not 
the only ones who found the 
three submissions to be  
stellar Ƥthey were read by over 
700 people!  

Clearly, the contest achieved 
its goal of highlighting exciting 
new scholars and research. We 
plan to run the second iteration 
later this year, with a few 
tweaks and improvements. To 
allow more grad students to 
submit, we will run the 2018 
contest over the summer so it 
will not conflict with teaching  
obligations. Although our  
eligibility guidelines will stay 
the same, we plan to revise the 
submission guidelines so that 
they serve as a teaching tool for 
how to write history for a  
non -academic audience. We 
encourage grad student  

members of the UHA to  
bnmrhcdq dmsdqhmf sghr xd`qƧr 
contest, and hope that the  
faculty and mentors among us 
circulate news of the contest 
to their advisees.  

Finally, this would not be  
possible without the hard 
work, support, and wisdom of 
our judgesƣHeather Ann 
Thompson, Tom Sugrue, and 
UHA President Richard  
Harris ƣand of UHA Executive 
Director Peter Siskind.  

   

 

From the  
Communications Team 
  

BLOG: Be sure to visit The 
Metropole , sgd TG@Ƨr neehbh`k 
blog, at themetropole.blog .  

TWITTER : Follow us 
at @UrbanHistoryA .  

FACEBOOK: The UHA 
has an active group 
page on Facebook.  

Follow it for updates from your 
urban history peers across the 
field. Go to Facebook, search 
for Urban History Association, 
and request to join the group.  

accessible and interesting. 
Moreover, the judges wrote 
that his piece was also a great 
example of how blogs can be 
trdc ƪsn l`jd ghrsnqx lnqd 
immediately meaningful and  
`bbdrrhakd-ƫ  

Indeed, that was the aim of the 
contest: to provide an  
opportunity for emerging 
scholars to gain experience 
working through the editorial 
process and practice writing 
for the internet. Blogging, as a 
way to teach beyond the  
classroom, market scholar-
ship, and promote the  
enduring value of the  
humanities, has become an 
increasingly necessary skill 
for historians . And so we  
invited all graduate student 
members of the UHA to submit 
an essay on the contest theme 
ne ƪ@ Mdv Rd`rnm+ƫ ` snohb sg`s 
seemed appropriate for an  
inaugural contest held in the 
fall season. Whether focused 
on current research, historiog-
raphy, or traveling as a  
historian, we wanted the  
essays to touch on historical 
narratives or events that  
signify transformation,  
evolution, or rupture.  

All three of our submissions 
were excellent, and co -editors 
Ryan Reft and Avigail Oren 
worked with the contributors 
to polish the structure and 
style of their entries. Attention 
was paid to concision and to 
making posts consistent with 
the voice and style of The 
Metropole . Like Purcell, Ethan 
Scott Barnett focused on New 

PAGE 4 THE URBAN HISTORY ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER SPRING 2018, VOLUME 50, NUMBER 1 

The summer blog contest theme is 
"Striking Gold." With golden rays 
of summer sunshine in our near 
future, we invite graduate students 
to submit essays on lucre and  
archival treasures. Tell us how you 
found the linchpin of your disser-
tation argument hidden in a mis-
labeled folder, or share the history 
of an event or era characterized by 
newly -realized wealth.  More  
details about our summer blog 
contest will be released soon.  
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https://themetropole.blog/2017/11/30/policing-the-white-city/
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http://www.twitter.com/urbanhistorya


The UHA Mourns the Loss of Three Scholars 
Clay McShane, 1943-2017 

Clay McShane, a distinguished urban and 
transportation historian, passed away on Octo-
ber 29, 2017 in Silver Spring, Maryland. Clay 
grew up in the Bronx, experiencing a very  
urban childhood. He lived among a large  
Jewish population and once told me that he 
was the only Irishman he knew who was  
beaten up by Jewish bullies. He also learned to 
speak Yiddish from his Jewish neighbors. Clay  
received his B.A. degree from CCNY in 1968, a 
Certificate in the History of Technology from 
the Smithsonian in 1971 where he held a  
visiting chair, and his MA. and Ph.D. in  
History from the University of Wisconsin in 
1970 and 1975 respectively. From 1975 -76 he 
was a Visiting Assistant Professor at Carnegie 
Mellon University and in 1976 joined the  
Department of History at Northeastern  
University where he remained for the rest of 
his career. At Northeastern he taught popular 
courses in U.S. urban history, the history of the 
automobile in the U.S., and the history of  
Boston. He retired from Northeastern in 2012.   

Throughout his scholarly career, Clay  
specialized in the history of urban  
transportation. His M.A. thesis at Wisconsin, 
Technology and Reform: Street Railways and 
the Growth of Milwaukee, 1887 -1900, was  
published in 1975 by the State Historical  
Society of Wisconsin. In 1995 Columbia  
University Press published his classic study, 
Down the Asphalt Path: American Cities and 
the Automobile. In 1997 he published The  
Automobile: A Chronology of its Antecedents, 
and in 2007 Johns Hopkins University Press 
published The Horse in the City: Living  
Machines in the 19 th  Century , written by Clay 
in collaboration with Joel A. Tarr. In addition 
to his books, Clay published a number of  
significant articles on the topics of urban 
streets, traffic controls, and urban engineering. 
Clay was an active presenter of papers on his 
specialty of urban transportation and spoke at 

conferences throughout Europe and many  
venues in the U.S.  His insights into transporta-
tion history and the history of the city will be 
greatly missed.  He leaves his wife of 52 years 
Carolyn, three children and three grandchildren.   

Contributed by Joel Tarr  

Samuel P. Hays, 1921-2017  

Samuel P. Hays, a pioneer urban, environmental, 
social, and political historian, passed away on 
November 22, 2017 in Boulder, Colorado. Sam, as 
his friends knew him, chaired the University of 
OhssratqfgƧr Cdo`qsldms ne Ghrsnqx eqnl 085/ƣ
1990, providing it with outstanding leadership. 
During these years he influenced the profession 
by training dozens of graduate students and 
serving as a model for many young historians. 
He served as president of the Urban History  
Association in 1992, received the first American 
Environmental History Association  
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Distinguished Scholar award in 1997, and the 
Distinguished Service Award of the  
Organization of American Historians in 1999.  

R`l fqdv to nm ghr e`lhkxƧr c`hqx e`ql hm  
Corydon, a small southern Indiana town. He was 
a conscientious objector in World War II and 
worked with different federal conservation 
agencies, developing an interest in forests and 
forest management. Sam completed his under-
graduate education at Swarthmore College and 
did his graduate work at Harvard under the  
direction of Frederick Merk. At Harvard, he later 
qdbntmsdc sg`s Nrb`q G`mckhmƧr `ooqn`bg sn  
social history strongly influenced him.  

Two years after the 1957 release of his  
influential synthesis, The Response to  
Industrialism 1885 -1914 (2nd  rev. edition, 1995), 
Sam published the seminal environmental 
study, Conservation and the Gospel of  
Efficiency , but then turned his attention to  
political and social analysis. A collection of his 
path -breaking articles from this period can be 
found in American Political History as Social 
Analysis  (1980).  Sam had a strong interest in 
the history of Pittsburgh and a number of  
dissertations on the city were written under his 
direction.  His interest in the Pittsburgh is  
reflected in his edited work,  City at the Point: 
Essays on the Social History of Pittsburgh  (1991) 

In the 1980s and 1990s, Sam focused primarily 
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on environmental history and produced a  
number of articles, many of which are collected 
in Explorations in Environmental History  (1998). 
Between 1987 and 2009, he published four more 
books: Beauty, Health, and Permanence:  
Environmental Politics in the United States, 
1955ƣ1985 (with co -author Barbara D. Hays, 
1987), A History of Environmental Politics since 
1945 (2000), Wars in the Woods: The Rise of  
Ecological Forestry in America  (2006), and The 
American People and the National Forests: The 
First Century of the U.S. Forest Service  (2009),  

Sam was an avid collector of environmental  
materials, such as the newsletters and reports 
that later formed the basis for some of his  
writings. He established the University of  
Pittsburgh Archives of Industrial Society,  
where he deposited hundreds of boxes of 
ephemeral environmental material, as well as 
other significant sources for Pittsburgh history. 
In addition to his academic work, Sam was an 
environmental activist, devoting long hours 
fighting to regulate environmental wrongs 
through the Sierra Club, testifying at hearings, 
and writing reports. His career was not without 
conflict, as he held strong beliefs about how  
history should be approached. Institutional 
analysis, he argued, was more significant to the 
understanding of environmental issues than 
biography and intellectual constructs. He also 
believed that environmental historians too often 
lacked hands -on experience with  
environmental affairs, which led them to  
become pre -occupied with such topics as 
ƪvhkcdqmdrrƫ `mc ƪm`stqd-ƫ  

Throughout his career, Sam pushed the  
boundaries of his field, striving for clarity and 
challenging his colleagues to sharpen their 
analyses. His sometimes vigorous and exacting 
style could produce impassioned disagree-
ments. Because the common goal always  
remained the enrichment of our collective  
enterprise, Sam Hays will be remembered as a 
major pioneer and shaper of environmental  
history.  

Contributed by Joel A. Tarr with Jeffrey K. Stine, 
Martin Melosi, and Edward K. Muller  


